Five hundred and seven questionnaires were completed. Five hundred were analysed. Seven were discarded due to incompleteness. Since "don't know" was not an option in the tick boxes, occasional answers were left blank. Two hundred and ninety six patients were male and 204 female, a ratio of 1 45:1 (characteristic of the male predominance among emergency department attenders). The age distribution also followed a common pattern, with 271 patients (54%) aged 20-39 years. Ninety one respondents (18%) were unemployed (a reflection of the inner city catchment area).
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Accepted for publication 20 December 1995 Adsorbed tetanus toxoid (ATT) injections are given in large numbers on a daily basis throughout the United Kingdom. In our review clinic we noticed that some patients, having received the tetanus injection, were surprised if they developed a wound infection. Some also admitted non-compliance with subsequent antibiotic treatment, believing the tetanus injection to have provided protection against infection. We therefore conducted a survey into patients' understanding of tetanus immunisation.
Methods
In November 1994, patients attending the minor injuries section of the accident and emergency (A&E) department at the Royal Liverpool University Hospital were asked to complete a questionnaire at the triage desk (see the figure). There were no refusals but patients who were clearly intoxicated, aggressive, or mentally incompetent were excluded. it to be a vaccine. Only 18% understood that it would not prevent wound infection. Such misconceptions could delav recognition of infection and thus in seeking medical attention. Furthermore since 36% thought that immunisation rendered antibiotics unnecessary, this could affect compliance with subsequent antibiotic prescription.
Patients from higher social classes showed a better level of knowledge overall. Those who had been vaccinated within the previous year were no more knowledgeable, perhaps demonstrating a lost opportunity for better patient education.
There are difficulties in drawing conclusions from research derived from a questionnaire.2
We were aware that there were only subtle differences in meaning between questions 6 to 9. Eighty six patients (17-2%) answered "yes" to all four questions. This could be due to a poor level of understanding or the power of suggestion for what might seem to be the "right" answer.
Tetanus is a rare disease3 and refusal of antitetanus immunisation is unusual. One wonders if this would be so if patients understood the limitations of the ATT! Although misunderstanding regarding antibiotics and vaccines is perhaps understandable, it is important to realise the prevalence of the confusion and its possible effect on antibiotic compliance. Our findings have implications for both A&E and primary care departments. As a result of our survey we have now designed an information leaflet in order to improve patient education.
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